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Chesapeake Bay Commission 
Our History and Mission

A tri-state LEGISLATIVE commission 
created by state law to ADVISE the general 
assemblies of Pennsylvania, Maryland and 
Virginia on matters of Bay-wide concern.

▪ Established in 1980

▪ Pennsylvania joined in 1985
www.chesbay.us

http://www.chesbay.us/


Chesapeake Bay Commission 
Who’s at the Table?

2021 Leadership  
Chair Delegate David Bulova (VA-D) and Vice-Chairs Senators Gene Yaw (PA-R) & Guy Guzzone (MD-D)

DEP Secretary McDonnell

Representative Gillespie 
Representative Hershey 
Representative Sturla 

Senator Yaw
Senator Martin 

Warren Elliott 

PA’s Members 



Governor of MD

EPA Administrator

Governor of VA Governor of PA

Mayor of DC

Chair of Chesapeake Bay 

Commission

Governor of NY

Governor of WV

Chesapeake Bay Program

Of all the 

partners, 

only the 

CBC 

represents 

the 

legislatures
Governor of DE



2.  Progress & Challenges



Bay Watershed

• Half of PA land area

• 30% of the PA population

• 57% of PA farms in watershed

Pennsylvania

• 35% of the Bay watershed

• Susquehanna provides 50% of the 
Bay’s freshwater; 43% of the 
nitrogen
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PA 
Sources

58%

10%

18%

14%

Nitrogen Reductions Expected

Ag Trees Stormwater WWTP Air TBD

2019-2025



Resources 
Needed

$324 M/y 
Funding Gap

▪ Includes 
$24M/y staff

$100M/y  focused on
4 practices would achieve 
HALF of the reductions necessary

1. Ag compliance

2. Soil health

3. Forest buffers

4. Grass buffers

Photo:  NRCS-PA





2020 Integrated Water Quality Report



3. Federal & State  Action



FY22 Budget Request
…72% of the pollutant load reductions are planned to come from the 

agricultural sector.

• Increased USDA ConservationTechnical Assistance. 

• Targeted support to the Susquehanna River basin and other high-

impact agricultural basins in the Bay watershed.



 Enhanced Nutrient Removal Certainty 
Program established

 Tree Preservation Study

 Agricultural Tax Credits

 Stormwater Local Assistance Fund 
Guidelines

 Prohibition on balloon releases

 Budget

2021
30-day session

January 13-
February 11

16-day Special 
Session*

February 10-
February 27

* Dates overlap

Virginia



▪ Clean Water Commerce Reauthorization

▪ Climate Solutions Act

▪ Trees in Underserved Communities

▪ State Revolving Loan Fund Expansion

▪ PFAS Prohibitions and Requirements

▪ Stormwater Regulation Updates

▪ Budget

2021
90-day session

January 13-
April 12

Maryland



 Dedicated Water Fund (co-sponsor memo)

▪ “Non-point source” mitigation

 Nutrient Procurement Bill (SB 475)

 Agricultural Cost-Share Bill (SB 465)

 Fertilizer Bill (SB 251)

Pennsylvania



Ann Swanson, Executive Director
aswanson@chesbay.us 410-507-0857

Marel King, Pennsylvania Director
mking@chesbay.us 717-439-9040

STATE OF THE CHESAPEAKE BAY 
2021 BRIEFING

SENATE OF PENNSYLVANIA

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES & ENERGY COMMITTEE 
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